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Prim and proper Philadelphia has been rocked by the clash between excessive vice and social

virtue since its citizens burned the city's biggest brothel in 1800. With tales of grave robbers in

South Philadelphia and harlots in Franklin Square, Wicked Philadelphia reveals the shocking

underbelly of the City of Brotherly Love. In one notorious scam, a washerwoman masqueraded as

the fictional Spanish countess Anita de Bettencourt for two decades, bilking millions from victims

and even fooling the government of Spain. From the 1843 media frenzy that ensued after an

aristocrat abducted a young girl to a churchyard transformed into a brothel (complete with a

carousel), local author Thomas H. Keels unearths Philadelphia's most scintillating scandals and

corrupt characters in his rollicking history.
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So much fun to read. The tone and delivery perfect: subtly irreverent, but gosh darn, you learn so

much. We've had an uproarious time reading it around the dinner table. Our discussions do segue

into what else was going on at that time or with such and such a character or industry, thanks to



history major father. As the hopeful matriarch trying to get her kids focused on something else

besides the Kardashians or World of Warcraft, this book so works for me.

wonderful history

Very interesting book, great stories, a fast read...

I love the dark and dirty side of Philadelphia. The stories are very entertaining and keep the

attention span. Fast read, but each story is its own entity. You can skip around and not miss

anything.

This book is awesome. Philadelphia is a city that is rich in history with a lot of crazy happening here

over the centuries. Thomas Keels does a great job sharing these stories.

It is interesting enough to know that Philadelphia, PA, had its seamy side from the latter 1700s to

the latter 1900s, and to read of the details. But the author bores the reader with such an inundation

of minutiae that one is forced to skim in order not to fall asleep.

Author is a friend of mine! Ã°ÂŸÂ‘ÂŒ
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